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“”      Text – Revelation 20      Westminster Confession Ch. 33      OT Reading – Ezekiel 39:1-24 

Chapter 32 – Intermediate State and Resurrection 
(When we die, our souls go either to heaven or hell.  And when Christ returns, the bodies of all those who have died will rise again and be reunited with their souls, and the bodies of those still alive will be changed into eternal bodies.)
Chapter 33 – The Last Judgment

Art’s 1-2 – There will be a Day of Judgment for all people.  The elect shall go to everlasting life and the wicked shall go to everlasting destruction.
3. As Christ would have us to be absolutely convinced that there will be a day of judgment, both to deter all men from sin and to give greater consolation to the godly in their adversity, so will He have that day unknown to men, that they may shake off all carnal security, may always be watchful—because they do not know at what hour the Lord will come—and may always be prepared to say, “Come, Lord Jesus. Come quickly. Amen.”

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
   This will be the last time that I preach to you in connection with the Westminster Confession of Faith.  It seemed fitting then to fast forward, as it were, to the last article of the Westminster.  
   And because this article is to do with the Second Coming of Christ and the Day of Judgment, we want to consider what is one of the most discussed and debated chapters of the Bible in the wider church today – Revelation 20.  Indeed, just this week, one of my catechism students was telling me about a debate on this chapter in a class at Middleton.  So it seemed to me that it would be useful for us to look at this chapter together.  
   Some of us will know the debate I am referring to but for others of us this will all be news: What is the issue with Revelation 20?  
   Well, let me explain.  Some of you have John MacArthur study Bibles.  And John MacArthur is a godly and gifted Bible teacher.  And the notes in his study Bible set forth the view I will soon explain.  In fact, in a quite controversial sermon series on this topic, he said that if you are truly Reformed you will hold this view.  Another preacher you may know of is David Jeremiah.   Both of these brothers, as well as many Bible prophecy teachers believe that Jesus is going to come and rule on earth for 1000 years and then will come the Day of Judgment and eternity.  And there are lots of associated beliefs like the Rapture, a rebuilt temple in Jerusalem, and the battle of Armageddon in the Middle East.  But the main point is the reign of Jesus Christ, on earth, for 1000 years.  It is the view known as pre-millennialism.  Jesus comes pre (before) the millennium (the 1000 years).  And the mention in Revelation 20 of the 1000 year reign of Christ is a key part of this view.  

   Our task then is to look at what Revelation 20 says and to think about it in terms of the rest of Scripture.  
So there will be three parts to this sermon: 

First, I want to walk you through a very basic summary of the pre-millennial interpretation of Revelation and especially ch. 20.

Then secondly we will consider one of the big-picture truthes about the story of salvation in the Bible and other passages that discuss the Second Coming of Christ and the resurrection and the Day of Judgment.  And then, thirdly and finally, we will walk though Revelation 20 again with all of that in view and think about the So what? of all we have learned.
I.  We begin then with a basic summary of the Pre-millennial interpretation of Revelation and especially ch. 20.
A. By and large, they see Revelation as a series of events that follow one after the other:

1. So the letters to the seven churches in Revelation 2-3 are a description of the different types of congregations that are found during the church age – the time that began with the ascension of Jesus and that continues on now and until the Rapture.  
2. the rapture is the moment when believers are taken straight up to heaven to be with the Lord.  Life continues down here for unbelievers but all believers go to be with the Lord.  It is not described here in Revelation, but pre-millennialists believe that the rapture is taught elsewhere in the Bible.  But they do believe that the Rapture is implied here in Revelation because the next two chapters of Revelation, 4-5, describe the church worshipping in heaven.  And that is indeed what Rev. 4-5 describes.  So, according to this view, unbelievers remain here on earth while believers are with the Lord in heaven, probably for a short period of around seven years, according to the most common interpretation (there is some variety in the exact details even among pre-millennialists).  
3. And during this period of seven years is when the events of Ch’s 6-19 take place, which pre-millennialists refer to as the Tribulation or the time of great trouble.  So as you scan these chapters you see mention of the twelve tribes of Israel and all the nations of the world trying to destroy the people of Israel.  And if you skip over to ch. 19, you will see that the climax of this short time of tribulation is the great battle described in v19.  But as you see in v11, Jesus comes down to earth on a white horse, and from v14, that the church comes with him as His armies, and they join with the Jews to defeat the nations of the earth and the beast and the false prophet.  
4. And next come the events described in ch. 20: 
a. From vv1-3, Satan is thrown into a pit for 1000 years so that he cannot deceive the nations.  
b. And from vv4—6, Jesus is joined by those who died as martyrs in the battle and He reigns on earth for 1000 years to establish His kingdom.   
c. And then, from vv7-10, Satan is released at the end of the 1000 years to gather the nations for the battle of Armageddon, which is fought near Jerusalem, the “beloved city,” as you see in v9, but fire comes from heaven to defeat the devil and his armies and they are thrown into the lake of fire.  
d. And then, in vv11-14, we get Judgment Day and everlasting life for the elect and everlasting destruction for the wicked.  
5. And ch. 21 describes everlasting life as the New Heaven and the New Earth.
B. So, by way of review, we have the church age, the rapture to heaven of believers, the tribulation, the Second Coming, the 1000 year reign on earth, Judgment Day, and the New Heavens and the New Earth.  And I trust you could easily follow that through.  
C. And if you have ever had a discussion with someone who claims to be a Christian and who believes that God did not create all things in six days but over billions of years and using evolution, what was your chief argument with him or her?  That they are not taking Genesis 1-3 literally.  You will have told them that God tells us very plainly that He created all things in six days and that Adam and Eve were the first humans who were created as adult human beings.  That’s what it says in the Bible.  Right?  Well, our pre-millennial brothers and sisters say the same thing about Revelation and especially Revelation 20 – it says that Christ will reign on earth for a thousand years!  Six times it mentions a thousand years!  What part of a thousand years is unclear to you?  That’s what it says in the Bible!  And that seems like a strong and fair point.  
II.  Well, now we must turn our attention to one of the big-picture truthes of the story of salvation and then some of the other passages of the Bible that speak about the Second Coming and resurrection and Judgment Day.
A. The OT, by and large, is the record of God’s dealings with the Jews.  It was to the Jews alone that He gave the law and the promises concerning Messiah.  And as we have noted many times, the story of the Jews is the story of prophets, priests, and kings.  None of those PPKs, however, prove to be the promised Messiah.  But in the NT we read about the birth of a Jewish boy, Jesus, who is also the Son of God.  And we see that He is the perfect prophet, the perfect priest, and the perfect king.  So Jesus is the perfect Jew; the perfect Israel.  We see that in Him all God’s laws and promises have their perfect fulfilment.  As we saw this morning, the NEW of the new covenant is the Lord Jesus Christ.  
B. So please turn with me in your Bibles to Ephesians 2.  From v11, Paul looks back to OT times when the Gentiles were outside of God’s salvation.  He says in v12, “You were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world.”  But the wonder of NT times is what he describes next, “But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.”  And then he celebrates the wonderful truth that in terms of salvation, there is no longer Jew and Gentile; there is “one man in place of the two.”  There is just the church of all those who trust in Jesus Christ!  Paul now sees and understands the mystery of God’s salvation plan – the church of Jesus Christ!   
1. And the reason we have considered this is that one of the problems with the pre-millennial view is that it undoes what we read here.  It sees the world as once again divided into Jew and Gentile, it sees the Temple and Jerusalem and the nation of Israel and even temple sacrifices, according to many pre-millennialists, as once again being important in God’s dealings with humanity.  It sees faith in Christ and the church as being important for the church age, but then being Jewish and the temple as being the focus of the thousand year reign.  And congregation, that does not fit with what Paul is celebrating here in Ephesians 2.  Faith in Christ and the church is the pinnacle, the crown jewel, as it were, of God’s salvation plan in history.  And this is further reinforced in ch. 5 and the section on marriage when Paul talks about the mystery of Christ and the church.
2. So, in terms of understanding Revelation, we need to keep in mind the consistent truth of Scripture, as summarized here in Ephesians 2, which is that faith in Christ and the church of Jew and Gentile is the pinnacle of God’s salvation plan in history.
C. And what comes after salvation history is what we turn our attention to next.  And we simply don’t have time today to turn to each of the passages I am going to mention.  But I know that many of you already know these passages well and that the rest of us can look them up later.  
1. Earlier in the service we sung from Psalm 96.  Listen to what we read there, “The Lord “comes, for He comes to judge the earth.  He will judge the world in righteousness, and the peoples in His faithfulness.”  So what follows the Second coming of Jesus?  Judgment of all people.  There is no hint there of a 1000 year reign between coming and judgment.
2. And we find the same thing in Matthew 25:31-32, “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on his glorious throne.  Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats.”  Again, it is Second Coming and Judgment day; there is no hint of 1000 years in between.
a. And this is reflected in the Apostles’ Creed: “He shall come again to judge the living and the dead.”  And this is because the Bible consistently links the Second Coming with Judgment Day. 
3. But we also sung earlier from Psalm 23.  And Psalm 23 talks about walking through the valley of the shadow of death.  And what comes next?  “I shall dwell in the house of the Lord forever.”  Again, no hint there of a 1000 year reign on earth with Christ. 
4. And Romans 8 talks about the day when the sons of God are revealed, a clear reference to the Second Coming.  And what comes next?  Creation is “set free from its bondage to decay.”  And that too does not ‘fit’ with the idea that there is still 1000 more years of life on earth and sin and death after the Second Coming.
5. One of the passages that we often hear at funerals is 1 Cor. 15.  And we love that passage because it speaks about the Second Coming of Christ and the resurrection.  It says that Christ will come and then all those who have fallen asleep [Or died as believers] will rise because “the last enemy to be destroyed is death.”  Again, it is Second Coming and no more death or sin or decay; not Second Coming and then 1000 more years of sin and death and decay.
6. And it is exactly the same with 2 Cor. 5, and 1 Thess. 4, and 2 Thess. 1, which, together with 1 Cor. 15, are the texts our pre-millennialist friends see as teaching the Rapture.  Those passages all connect the Second Coming with Judgment Day, the resurrection, and no more death or decay or sin.   They are simply incompatible with the idea of a 1000 year reign of Christ on earth. 
III.  So with all that in mind, let’s return again to Revelation ch. 20, as we draw our time to a close.  And again, there is so much that could be said, but we will try and keep this as brief as possible. 
A. I have mentioned to you before that a very helpful and easy to read commentary on the Book of Revelation is Vern Pothress’ commentary, The Returning King.  He summarizes the whole book in this way, “God rules history and will bring it to its consummation in Christ”; or, in short, Jesus is gonna win!  Repeated message!  
1. So the main portion of the Book of Revelation, ch’s 4-22, is about the future.  In 4:1 that an angel says to John, “I will show you what must take place in the future.”  And what come next are seven descriptions of the future, but each from a different vantage point.  And each description is driving home the same message – Jesus is gonna win!  Repetition.  Seven is the number of completeness.  And the reason why this is important is that we are not then dealing with a series of events each following the other but more or less the same events told from a different perspective or to emphasize some particular aspect of that description.
a. I will mention just one proof for this understanding of Revelation.  We read earlier from Ezekiel 39 (38).  Battle with Gog and Magog.  They are referred to in 20:8.  According to our PM friends, that is after the 1000 year reign of Christ.  But you might remember that a part of our Ezek 39 reading used the language of a great supper and birds and the flesh of kings that we read about in 19:17-18.  It makes much more sense to understand ch. 19 & ch. 20 to be repeating the same event that it does for episodes of that event to have a 1000 year gap in them.
2. As we look through ch’s 4-22, we see that each of the seven descriptions begins with John seeing heaven opened or an angel descending from heaven or a sign in heaven.  19:11, where John sees heaven opened and a white horse, begins the sixth description, and 20:1, where John sees an angel coming down from heaven holding a key, is the beginning of the seventh description.  And this means that 19:11-21 is not the event that happens before what happens in ch. 20.  Ch. 20 is retelling what has been described in the six cycles before it but from a different perspective.  So it is not that Jesus comes again and then the events described in Ch. 20 unfold.    
B. So remembering those points we considered in our second section, let’s walk through ch. 20 again seeing it as an account of the period of time between Jesus’ ascension and His Second Coming.
1. The binding of Satan that is described in vv1-3 is what happened when Jesus conquered sin on the cross.  In John 12:31, we read about Jesus telling the people how He would die.  He said, “Now is the judgment of this world; now will the ruler of this world be cast out.”  Prior to the cross, Satan ‘owned’ the nations of the world, except for the Jews.  That is why he could offer them to Jesus during the wilderness temptations.  But after the cross, with the binding of Satan, Christ said go and “disciple the nations”; be my witnesses “to the ends of the earth.”  Now, the nations would believe the gospel.  That is because Satan is bound now!  Not after the Second Coming.  After the Second Coming he is condemned to the lake of fire. 
2. v2 gives us the first of the six references to “a thousand years” in this chapter.  There is a much longer list I could give you, but here are just three examples of a symbolic use of a thousand from Scripture: In the 10 Commandments, God promises to show steadfast love to a thousand generations of those who love Him.  Does that mean that God’s love runs out with the 1001st generation?  No, for thousand  is symbolic for many.  In Psalm 50:10, God says, “Every beast of the forest is mine, the cattle on a thousand hills.”  And again, that is symbolic for many.  2 Peter 3:8 says that “with the Lord one day is as a thousand years.”  And again, that thousand is symbolic for many.  No where else in Scripture is there a reference to a literal one thousand year reign of Christ on earth.  This is the only place in the Bible that seems to suggest such a thing.  It is symbolic or the whole period of time between Christ’s first and second coming.  And this is consistent with the frequent mention of the word ‘sign’ in Revelation and the other symbolic numbers we find there.
3. vv4-6 describe this period of time between Jesus’ first coming and Second Coming.  
a. Where does Jesus reign now?  In heaven.  John mentions seeing thrones.  Revelation 3:21 says, “The one who conquers, I will grant him to sit with me on my throne, as I also conquered and sat down with my Father on his throne.”  Where is the throne of Father?  In heaven.  These are thrones not on earth but in heaven.  This is a description of Jesus’ heavenly reign with all the saints in glory and especially those who were martyred for the faith.  
4. And as for the two resurrections referred to here, the rest of Scripture only describes one, general resurrection on the day that the Lord Jesus returns.  But there is another way that Scripture uses resurrection that can help us here.  Think of Ephesians 2:5-6, “God made us alive together with Christ- by grace you have been saved-  6 and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus.”  Romans 6 uses this same language.  Our coming to faith in Christ is described as a resurrection.  It would be very natural and consistent with Scripture then to understand the first resurrection spoken of here as referring to all those who die as believers.  Their souls go to be with Christ and they need not fear the second death or the condemnation to hell that many will receive on the Day of Judgment.  
5. Vv7-10.  A short time of tribulation before the return of Jesus.  Vv11-14 The Day of Judgment.  Ch. 21 – New Heavens and New Earth.
Summary – Second Coming/ Day of J/New H and N E.
So what?  We can’t put it any better than 2 Peter 3:
Scoffers say,"Where is the promise of his coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all things are continuing as they were from the beginning of creation … [they need to know that] the heavens and earth that now exist are stored up for fire, being kept until the day of judgment and destruction of the ungodly … The day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it will be exposed.  11 Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be in lives of holiness and godliness,  12 waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies will melt as they burn!  13 But according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells.  14 Therefore, beloved, since you are waiting for these, be diligent to be found by him without spot or blemish, and at peace.
People of God, there will not be a 1000 year reign of the Lord Jesus from a temple in Jerusalem.  He will come and the dead shall rise and all people shall be judged, either to heaven or to hell.  And then will come the new heavens and the new earth.  So our prayer should be “Come, Lord Jesus. Come quickly. Amen.”
